Reply:
We are pleased with Dr. Ovah's interest. All infants were randomized before labor to either early cord clamping or delayed cord clamping. As it happened, all infants in the study required some resuscitation in the delivery room; 12 in the delayed cord clamping needed intubation and 14 in the early cord clamping group.
Infants in the delayed cord clamping were oxygenated through the intact umbilical cord during the 20-second delay, and we expected no reduction in Apgar score from that delay. The median Apgar scores at 1 minute were 7 in the delayed clamping, compared to 5 in the early clamping. This supports our expectation that a 20-second delay in cord clamping does not interfere with resuscitation.
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